
 

Greetings Grace Academy Nation, 

 

It is with joy and love in my heart that I am writing to you today.  It is because our Lord Jesus is 

alive and well and working in the lives of students, parents, teachers and support staff at Grace 

Academy.  This is my 8th day as the Head of School at Grace Academy and everyday has been a 

blessing to me. You have welcomed me with open hearts and made me feel at home.  I want to 

meet each one of you and listen to your life story. 

I am also writing to inform you of some important information about the opening of school. 

Your Administrative team has been working diligently to provide a plan to open school safely 

this year.  We have met with health experts that have helped us understand the importance of 

implementing best practices and protocols to give us the best chance for success in our return to 

in person instruction.  The attached documents are the result of the advice given to us.  The 

following are some of the highlights: 

 

1) The start of school will be Tuesday, September 8th, 2020.  This will allow the faculty 

and staff the necessary time to ensure the school is ready for the return of students.  

2) Masks will be worn in the school building by students and teachers.  This is by order of 

Governor Hogan's August 3rd, 2020, Expanded Mask Order.  Students under five (5) 

will not be required to wear masks.  There will be mask breaks built into the daily 

schedule where students will be permitted to remove their mask while maintaining social 

distance.  We have two thousand masks in our inventory to ensure everyone will have a 

mask. 

3) Students will be organized into classes/pods where they will be the majority of the day. 

The middle school and upper school teachers will rotate to the different classrooms.  This 

is to minimize the risk of COVID-19 transmission.  In the event that a positive COVID-19 

case is identified, this portion of our return plan will assist in minimizing the potential 

exposure to the entire student body. 

4) Lunches will be delivered to the classes rooms. 

5) We will not be competing in Athletics this fall due to the inconsistency in the policies and 

protocols across the states that make up our conference and neighboring schools.  We are 

unable to control what other school’s players and fans could bring onto our campus as 

far as COVID-19.  This decision will be revisited in October. 

6) We will have a ‘soft’ opening the first week of school.  This entails having each grade level 

split into two groups the first couple of days.  You will be notified which days your child 

will attend the first week.  This will give the staff and students a chance to acclimate 

themselves to the new policies and procedures. 

 



We will all need to do our part for this plan to be successful.  I am confident in the resilience of 

our community and the resolve it will take to ensure success.  As we return to Grace Academy, 

keep in mind the fluidity of the environment we live in and protocols are changing daily.  The 

only constant is that God is in control and with the faith of a mustard seed we can do all things 

through Him that strengthens us.  Amen 

 

Please contact us with any questions or concerns you might have. 

 

Greg Whitley 
Grace Academy – Head of School 
301.733.2033 X150 
 

  
  


